Phillips Curve, Loanable Funds and Savings, Comparative Advantage
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1. Use the table to answer the following questions.
	
	Greece
	Germany

	Cars
	5 workers
	2 workers

	Olives
	4 workers
	5 workers


a) Which country has absolute advantage in cars? In olives?
b) Which country has comparative advantage in cars? In olives?
c) What is the range of prices for cars that would be acceptable?
d) What is a price that would be acceptable for both countries?
e) Would the price of 1 car for 1 ton of olives be an acceptable price to allow for trade?
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2. Assume the expected inflation rate in a country is 3%, the current unemployment rate is 6%, and the natural rate
of unemployment is 4%.

(a) Draw a correctly labeled graph of the short-run and long-run Phillips curves. Label the current short-run
equilibrium as point X and plot the numerical values above on the graph.

(b) Is the actual inflation rate greater than, less than, or equal to the expected inflation rate of 3%?

(c) Assume loans were made taking into account the expected inflation rate of 3%. Will lenders be better off or
worse off after they realize the actual inflation rate identified in part (b) ? Explain.

(d) Based on the relationship between the actual and the expected inflation rates identified in part (a), what will
happen to the natural rate of unemployment in the long run?
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3. Assume that households in Econland increase their savings for retirement.

(a) Using a correctly labeled graph of the loanable funds market, show how the increase in savings will affect
the equilibrium real interest rate.

(b) Based solely on the real interest rate change identified in part (a), what will happen to Econland’s purchases
of foreign assets? Explain.

(c) Consider the foreign exchange market for Econland’s currency.

(i) Based on your answer to part (b), what will happen to the international value of Econland’s currency?

(ii) Based on your answer to part ¢ (i), would Econland’s central bank buy or sell its currency in the
foreign exchange market to offset the change in the value of its currency?
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3. Sweden and Norway use equal quantities of resources to produce food and capital goods. The table below shows
the maximum possible production of food OR capital goods for each country.

Country Food Capital Goods
Sweden 50 100
Norway 30 120

(a) Draw a correctly labeled graph of the production possibilities curve for Sweden. Place food on the horizontal
axis and capital goods on the vertical axis. Plot the relevant numerical values on the graph.

(b) On your graph in part (a), indicate the following.
(i) A point that represents an efficient level of production, labeled E
(ii) A point that represents an inefficient level of production, labeled I
(iii) A point that represents an unattainable level of production, labeled U

(c) Assume Sweden moves from producing 20 units of food and 60 units of capital goods to producing 30 units
of food and 40 units of capital goods. What will happen to economic growth in Sweden in the future?

(d) Which country has the comparative advantage in the production of capital goods? Explain.

(e) Based on the table above, identify a specific number of units of capital goods that could be traded for
10 units of food and be mutually beneficial.




